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Charter of the European Theatre Convention

Life in Europe and around the world at the beginning of the twenty-first century is marked by
uncertainty, rapidly emerging new trends and challenges, increasing complexity and a growing
threat of violent extremism. Our diverse modern society, which is influenced by globalization and
reflected in demographic changes, affects our individual and organizational lives, and impacts our
reflections, forms of self-expression and interactions with each other.

The European Theatre Convention (ETC) and its member theatres offer public spaces to
guestion and reflect on social developments with artistic means. This includes addressing the
individual and collective duty to have openness towards others, towards the foreign and the
unknown, without restrictions for participation. Theatre as an aesthetic medium reinforces
pluralism and helps transmit democratic values. Freedom of expression and the freedom of art
are unconditional values and basic human rights in our democratic societies.

Within the ETC and in our member theatres, we collaborate with and support artists and creative
professionals from all cultures and creeds. With our work, projects and joint actions, we strive to
nourish a diverse notion of Europe based on diverse traditions, opinions and dialogue.

In adhering to the aims of the ETC, all member theatres confirm and ensure within the framework
of this Charter their commitment to:

1) The responsibility of the arts and humanities to envision an open and equal Europe now
and in the future

2) The fight against any actions, behaviours and speech linked with intolerance, anti-
Semitism, racism and xenophobia, thereby strengthening our day-by-day work for
democracy

3) The diversity of cultural expression and the fundamental human rights of freedom and
tolerance that our democratic societies are built upon in order to foster an atmosphere of
respect and mutual trust.

The ETC Charter has been endorsed by all ETC member theatres on 13 November 2015, in Parma, Italy.

ETC MEMBERS

Austria > Landestheater Linz (Linz), Schauspielhaus Graz (Graz). Belgium > Thééatre de Liege (Liege). Bosna i
Hercegovina > International theater festival (MESS) (Sarajevo). Croatia > Croatian National Theatre (Zagreb),
Zagrebacko Kasaliste Mladih (Zagreb), Gavella City Drama Theatre (Zagreb). Cyprus > THOC - Cyprus Theatre
Organisation (Nicosia). Finland > Helsingin Kaupunginteatteri (Helsinki). France > Théatre de la Manufacture CDN de
Nancy (Nancy). Germany > Deutsches Theater (Berlin), Theater an der Parkaue (Berlin), Staatstheater Braunschweig
(Braunschweig), Theater Dortmund (Dortmund), Theater & Orchester Heidelberg (Heidelberg), Badisches
Staatstheater Karlsruhe (Karlsruhe), Schauspiel Leipzig (Leipzig), Hessisches Staatstheater Wiesbaden (Wiesbaden).
Georgia > Kote Marjanishvili State Drama Theatre (Tbilisi). Hungary > Pesti Magyar Szinhaz (Budapest). ltaly >
Fondazione del Teatro Stabile di Torino (Torino), Teatro Cargo (Genova), Teatro Koreja (Lecce), Fondazione
TeatroDue Parma (Parma), Teatro Metastasio Stabile della Toscana (Prato). Kosovo > National Theatre of Kosovo
(Prishtiné). Luxembourg > Théatre d'Esch (Esch-sur-Alzette), Les Théatres de la Ville de Luxembourg - Le Grande
Thééatre de Luxembourg (Luxembourg). Norway > Det Norske Teatret (Oslo). Romania / Roumanie > Teatrul National
'Marin Sorescu' Craiova (Craiova), Teatrul National Timisoara (Timisoara), Centrul Cultural ‘Jean Bart’ (Tulcea). Serbia
> Sombor National Theatre (Sombor). Slovakia > Slovenské Narodné Divadlo (Bratislava). Slovenia > Slovene National
Drama Theatre (Ljubljana), Slovene National Theatre Maribor (Maribor), Slovene National Theatre Nova Gorica (Nova
Gorica). Switzerland > Théatre des Osses - Centre dramatique Fribourgeois (Givisiez). The Netherlands > De
Toneelmakerij (Amsterdam). Turkey > Devlet Tiyatrolari Genel Muduirligu (Ankara). Ukraine > Molodyi Drama Theatre
(Kiev), New Drama Theatre Pechersk (Kiev). United Kingdom > Belarus Free Theatre (London).



